
 

 A G E N D A  

 

 CENTRAL BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS 

 

  MEETING – Tuesday, October 16, 2018 

Area Agency on Aging Building 

524 Garrison Avenue 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 

7th Floor Board Room 

  

 TIME: 9:30 a.m. 

  

1. Call to order – Mr. Bill Hanna, Chair 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

3. Approve minutes of September 18, 2018 regular meeting 

 

4. Treasurer’s Reports 

a. September 2018 CBID Financial Report 

 

5.  Presentations & Reports 

a. 64.6 Downtown Report – Talicia Richardson 

b. Neighborhood Services Report 

c. CBID Business License & Open Permit Reports 

d. City Report – status of projects 

 

6. Business or Discussion Items: 

a. Consider a variance request at 709 Rogers Avenue regarding the removal of a portion 

of the upper façade and painting the exterior brick. (Childers Architect on behalf of 

owner). 

b. Consider a request to paint a mural/sign on the west side of the building at 500 Garrison 

Avenue. (Michael Gonzales)  

 

7. Other discussion items. 

 

8. Meeting Schedule: 

a. November 8, 2018: Strategic Planning Session 

b. November 20, 2018: Regular Meeting 

c. December 18, 2018: Regular Meeting    

 

9. Adjourn 
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CENTRAL BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS 

Tuesday, September 18, 2018 

Area Agency on Aging building, 524 Garrison Avenue 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 

7th Floor Board Room 

Meeting Minutes 

The Fort Smith Central Business Improvement District Commission’s regular meeting was 

scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 18, 2018 in the 7th floor board room of the Area Agency 

on Aging building, 524 Garrison Avenue, Fort Smith, Arkansas.  

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Bill Hanna, Chairperson, at 9:30 a.m. and a quorum was 

noted present. Also in attendance were commissioners Steve Clark, Lee Ann Vick, Rodney Ghan and Jeff 

Pryor. Commissioners Richard Griffin, Phil White and Sam Sicard were absent and excused. Others in 

attendance included Brenda Andrews, Doug Reinert and Jeff Dingman of the City of Fort Smith. 

Mr. Ghan moved approval of the minutes of the August 21, 2018 regular meeting. Mr. Pryor 

seconded, and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 

The commissioners reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the month of August 2018, such documents 

being previously provided by Mr. Sicard for the commissioners’ review. As of August 31, 2018, the Total 

Cash-on-Hand for the CBID amounted to $74,081.08. Restricted funds comprise $5,439.90 of the total 

cash. The total cash net of restricted funds is $68,641.18. No action was taken. 

Mr. Hanna introduced Talicia Richardson, Executive Director of 64.6 Downtown, for an update on 

activities. Mrs. Richardson reported that The Unexpected project will happen the week of October 22-28, 

and more detailed information will be out in early October regarding the specific installations for this year. 

64.6 Downtown will host an “Invest Fort Smith” moderated summit the afternoon of Tuesday, 

October 30 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mrs. Richardson noted that Rex Nelson and Roby Brock have 

agreed to moderate different panel discussions at the event. CBID members, as well as other downtown 

property owners, are invited to attend and hear discussions about challenges and opportunities related to 

property management, landlord/tenant issues, construction/rehabilitation, and collaborative approaches to 

marketing downtown properties. Invitations will be sent regionally, and tickets for the event are $25, which 

includes lunch.  

Mrs. Richardson noted that she is conducting one-on-one meetings with individual CBID members 

and formulating an agenda for the November 8 CBID work session that she will moderate. The draft agenda 

for the meeting will be forwarded to Mr. Hanna for review, possibly by the end of the week. A venue for 

the session is still to be determined. She noted that communications from 64.6 Downtown to the CBID 

Commission will be conducted through Mr. Dingman, as liaison to both the CBID Commission and the 

City, so that collaboration among the three entities can easily continue.  

Mr. Clark asked about the status of prior discussions related to police presence in the downtown 

district. Mrs. Richardson noted the concern, and recent discussions with Mr. Dingman on the same topic. 

Mr. Dingman relayed that the Police Department continues its recruiting efforts to fill its vacant positions 

and is having some success. Police Chief Clark and the Police Department are aware of the need and will 
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continue to evaluate patrol assignments as manpower increases. Mr. Dingman will meet with the Police 

Department later this week and mention this item. Mr. Bobby Aldridge noted that police responses to 

concerns at his family’s business downtown is excellent. 

 

 Mr. Ghan asked if landlords or real estate representatives can send potential tenants or buyers to 

Mrs. Richardson for third-party discussions about activities, plans, and happenings in the downtown district. 

Mrs. Richardson replied affirmatively and reinforced that that is specifically a role she is trying to fill as 

the representative of 64.6 Downtown. She also noted that Open Houses of available downtown commercial 

or residential properties could be held in conjunction with other events, such as the Downtown Business 

Association’s First Tuesday event, so that landlords/sellers can take advantage of increased traffic to show 

off available spaces.  

 

 Doug Reinert, the city’s Director of Parks & Recreation, presented an update on city projects. The 

Greg Smith River Trail Phase III is finally complete, with the final walkthrough last week. The Parks 

Department will work with the Frontier MPO to install bicycle traffic counters at different points of the trail 

to gauge overall usage, but the 7.25-mile trail stretching from downtown to Fort Smith Park is being well-

used. The city’s splash pads will stay open as long as weather permits before being shut down for the winter.  

 

 The Bike/Skate Park is very near completion. Mr. Rienert asked Mr. Aldridge to report on the 

status. Mr. Aldridge indicated that the park is scheduled for a “soft-opening” in seven to ten days, pending 

the status of the remaining landscaping that needs to be installed. The recent hot, dry weather has proven 

challenging to installing plants & landscaping. Mr. Clark asked about the status of the irrigation, to which 

Mr. Aldridge replied that all has been taken care of. Frank Sharum donated a good number of additional 

trees for the site, that were outside of the original plans, and the additional irrigation that is needed for the 

trees will also be added due to additional donations from the private sector. All of the finishing touches are 

being addressed, including lights/timers, and the public’s anticipation is high for the completion of this 

project. The park is already being used after hours, even though it is still a construction site and not open 

to the public. A Grand Opening event has been scheduled for October 13.  

 

 The CBID reviewed a proposal from KMW Properties regarding the proposed landscape plan for 

“The Bakery” project at 63 South 6th Street. Brenda Andrews noted that the landscaping plan was submitted 

for CBID review and information but complies with all aspects of the city’s Unified Development 

Ordinance and requires no variances or specific CBID approval. No action was taken. 

 

 Mrs. Reese Brewer of the Frontier MPO reported that they are excited about installing their new 

bike traffic counters on the city’s trails, and she is currently working through the details of a recent technical 

assistance grant for issues related to the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit 

Administration.  

 

The next meeting of the CBID Commission is scheduled for October 16, 2018. The strategic 

planning session will be November 8, and the November regular meeting is scheduled for November 20. 

There being no additional business before the Commission, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:05 

a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Jeff Dingman 

Deputy City Administrator 
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               Neighborhood Services Division 

                    P.O. Box 1908, 623 Garrison Ave., Fort Smith, AR  72902    

    

                                                                     

MEMO 
 

 

NOTE:  Although we have been working graffiti and environmental issues within the CBID along with 

the Property Maintenance Code, they have not been included in previous reports.  This report contains 

Property Maintenance and Environmental issues being addressed at this time. 

 

Property Maintenance issues being addressed within the CBID: 
 

 900 Garrison Ave., Goins Statewide Furniture, Inc.  Certified letter sent regarding the upper windows, 

paint and exterior wall condition. 

 

 901 - 907 Garrison Ave., Uptown Properties, LLC.   

 

 512 Garrison Ave. – Daniel R & Evelyn A Wald Family Trust. Verbal courtesy was given regarding 

Pigeon droppings under the awnings.  The sidewalk has been pressure washed and the violation abated. 

 

 519 Garrison Ave. – Gregory L and Laurie K Burrows.  Certified letter was sent regarding Pigeon 

droppings on the sidewalk and other structures in front.  The sidewalk and other structures have been 

pressure washed and the violations abated. 

 

 908 Garrison Ave., Harward M & Caroline L Barry.  Certified letter sent regarding the broken 

windows and maintenance on the overhang. 

 

 815 N. B St. – Eric Arthur.  Restoration of the columns is in progress. 

 

 601 Garrison Ave., Madelyne Catsavis Revocable Family Trust.  Certified letter sent regarding the 

condition of the benches along the front walk and the deterioration of the main structure.  The benches 

have been removed and Mr. Catsavis is working on a plan of action for the main structure. 

 

 913 Rogers Ave., Ghan Properties, LLLP.  Certified letter sent regarding the broken windows, loose 

boarding, garage door and the painting of bare wood exposed to the elements. 

 

 703 Rogers Ave., NJKR, LLC.  Certified letter sent regarding the flaking paint and areas of deterioration 

on the wood façade. 

 

 Rick Ruth     
Property Maintenance Supervisor 

   Phone:   (479) 784-1027 

   E-Mail:  rruth@fortsmithar.gov 

 

Environmental issues being addressed within the CBID: 
 

 1201-1205 South 11
th

 St., Terry & Rena G Littleton.   A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth, 

dead limbs, trash and debris, and open storage in the Alley. Upon re-inspection of the property the 

violations were still present and a seven day notice was signed for and a copy mailed to the owners. 
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 1200 Towson Ave., Neubauer Investment Properties.  A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth and 

trash and debris in the alley.  Upon re-inspection the violation for overgrowth was still present and a 

seven day warning was signed for on the property and a copy mailed to the owners. 

 

 1111 S.  11
th

 St., Valley Family Revocable Trust.  A seven day warning was posted on the property for 

overgrowth and dead trees/limbs and a copy mailed to the owners.  Upon re-inspection the violations 

remained and a copy was sent via Certified Mail to meet legal notification. 

 

 1105 S. 11
th

 St.,  T C C Inc. A courtesy was posted on the property for dead limbs, trash and debris, and 

open storage. Upon re-inspection the violations remained so a seven day warning was issued and copy 

was mailed to the owners 

 

 1111 S. J St., Billy Wayne & Lois Jean Green Living Trust. A courtesy was posted on the property and 

a copy mailed to the owners for dead limbs in the alley.  Upon re-inspection the violation were abated and 

the case file cleared. 

 

 818 Towson Ave., Richard Earl & Marietta Parks.  A courtesy was posted on the property and a copy 

mailed to the owners for overgrowth, trash and debris, open storage, and graffiti. Upon re-inspection the 

violations were still present and so a seven day environmental warning and a ten day Graffiti notice were 

posted and a copy of each was mailed to the owners. 

 

 918 Towson Ave., Vasiliki Investments, LLC.  A courtesy was posted on the property and a copy 

mailed to the owners for overgrowth in the alley.  Upon re-inspection the violations were abated and case 

file cleared. 

 

 601 Towson Ave., Hishan Yasin.  A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth in the alley.  Upon re-

inspection the violations were abated and case file cleared . 

 

 525 Towson Ave., Roger & Shennia Strong.  A verbal courtesy was issued for overgrowth in front of 

the building.  Upon re-inspection the violations were abated case file cleared. 

 

 504-506 S. 12
th

 St., Fort Smith HMA, LLC.  A courtesy was issued via email to trim back limbs to 

property line in alley.  Upon re-inspection the violations were abated and case file cleared.
   
 

 

 505 Towson Ave., Tim & Vickie Brown.  A courtesy notice was issued via phone for overgrowth. Upon 

re-inspection the violations were abated and case file cleared. 

 

 501 Towson Ave. Griffin Properties of Fort Smith.  A seven day warning was posted and a copy 

mailed to the owners for overgrowth.  Upon re-inspection the violations were abated and case file closed. 

 

 418-420 Towson Ave., Corley Properties, LLC.  A seven day warning was posted and a copy mailed to 

the owners for trash and debris, open storage, and furniture. A thirty day inoperable vehicle notice was 

posted and a copy mailed to the owners.  Upon re-inspection of the 7day warning, the environmental 

violations remains so a copy mailed to the owners via certified mail for legal notification. 

 

 Lot North of 418-420 Towson Ave., Westphal Leasing, LLC.  A seven day warning posted on the 

property and a copy mailed to the owners for trash and debris and open storage. A thirty day inoperable 

notice was also posted and a copy mailed to the owners. Upon re-inspection the environmental violations 

were abated and that case file was cleared. 

 

 412-414 Towson Ave., Westphal Investment Management.  A seven day warning for trash and debris 

and open storage was posted on the property and a copy mailed to the owners.  Upon re-inspection the 

violations were abated and case file cleared. 

 

 410 Towson Ave., Fowler Financing, LLC. A seven day warning was posted and a copy mailed to the 

owners for a dead tree and limbs.  Upon re-inspection the violations were abated and case file cleared. 
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 408 Towson Ave., Dennis & Mike & Letha Glover.   A seven day warning was posted and a copy 

mailed to the owners for overgrowth.  Upon re-inspection the violations remained so a copy mailed to the 

owners vis Certified Mail for legal notification. 

 

 400-406 Towson Ave., Jerome C & Lois M Geels Living Trust.  A seven day warning was posted and 

a copy mailed to the owners to trim limbs to property line along side street.  Upon re-inspection the 

violations were abated and case file cleared.  

 

 520 Towson Ave., Towson Clinic Development. A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth and upon 

re-inspection the violations were abated and case file cleared. 

 

 720 Lexington Ave., Medical Office Buildings of Arkansas.  Upon the final inspection violations for 

dead limbs remained.  The property was filmed and will be assigned to a contractor for abatement of 

violations. 

 

 420 S. 12
th

 St., Dawnea Helems. A courtesy was posted and a copy mailed to the owners for trash and 

debris, open storage, and appliances. 

 

 404 S. 12
th

 St., Cayetano Matamoros.  A seven day warning was posted and a copy mailed to the 

owners for trash and debris and open storage.  A thirty day inoperable vehicle notice was also posted and 

a copy mailed to the owners.  

 

 401 Towson Ave., Robert J Allen.  A verbal courtesy was issued for overgrowth and dead limbs. 

 

 318-320,322-324 S. 12
th

 St., Wright Investments, LLC.  Seven day notices were posted and a copy 

mailed to the owners to trim limbs in alley to property line and remove dead limbs. 

 

 312-314 S. 12
th

 St., Cathy O’Hern.  A a seven day notice was posted and a copy mailed to the owners 

for dead limbs and furniture. 

 

 210 Towson Ave., Vasiliki Investments, LLC.  A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth in alley. 

 

 415 S. 11
th

 St., Letha M & Dennis & Mike Glover.  A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth along 

sides. 

 

 9 North 10
th

 St., Griffin Charitable Org.  A courtesy was posted on the property and a copy mailed to 

the owners for graffiti in alley. 

 

 809 Garrison Ave., Arkansas Development Authority.  A verbal courtesy was given for graffiti on 

building in alley. 

 

 813 Garrison Ave., Hartness Living Trust.  A verbal courtesy was given for graffiti in alley. 

 

 101 N. 9
th

 St., Overhead Door of Tulsa.  A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth in alley. 

 

 803 N. A St., Linda L Harp.  A verbal courtesy was given for overgrowth. 

 

 1111 S. 11
th

 St., Valley Family Revocable Trust.  A seven day warning was posted and a copy mailed to 

the owners for trash and debris, open storage, and indoor furniture. 

 

 212 N. 3
rd

 St., The Golden Rule Clothes Closet & More.  A verbal courtesy was given for graffiti on 

the building. 

 

   Scott Hamilton,  

Property Maintenance Inspector   
        Phone:   (479) 784-1607 

        E-Mail:  shamilton@fortsmithar.gov Page 11
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CBID BUSINESS LICENSE 2018

DATE 

APPLIED at 

Planning BUSINESS ADDRESS BUSINESS NAME

Business Status 

APPROVED NOT 

APPROVED NOTES

1/5/2018 915 Garrison Ave Bo Rogers Approved Mobile Food Truck

1/8/2018 520 Towson Ave Dr. Carey K Andreoiu Approved Dr. Office/Clinic

1/12/2018 410 N B Street Tipsy Mockingbird Books Approved retail book store

2/6/2018 1201 Garrison Ave In & Out of Arkansas Approved cell phone store

2/12/2018 1021 Garrison Ave Riverfront Inn Approved Motel/Hotel

2/20/2018 622 Parker Ave Ledbetter Cogbill Arnold and Harrison, LLPApproved Legal Services

2/22/2018 11 North 3rd Street Olen & Co LLC Approved Gift shop

3/1/2018 201 North 2nd Street OK Foods Inc. Refrigeration Approved Packaging and distribution center

3/7/2018 913 Garrison Ave Tea Kitchen Approved Mobile Food Truck

3/8/2018 101 North 10th Street Bookish: An Indie Shop Approved Bookstore

3/20/2018 511 Garrison Avenue Gean, Gean &Gean Attorneys Approved Legal Services

3/29/2018 509 Garrison Avenue Harry's Downtown Approved Private Club

4/10/2018 1001 Towson Avenue Hospital Approved Dr. Office/Clinic

4/12/2018 916 South D Street Thermold Magazines Approved Packaging and Distribution Center

4/19/2018 106 North 9th Street Edward Jones Approved Investment banking, securities, brokerages

4/26/2018 500 Garrison Ave 5th Street Café Approved Restaurant

4/30/2018 319 South 9th Street Preferred Office Technologies Approved Consulting Services

5/9/2018 101 North 10th Street Tone Beauty Bar, LLC Approved Hair Salon

5/17/2018 320 South 9th Street Mesa Industries Approved Manufacturing Light

5/22/2018 203 South 11th Street Wisha K9 Voided by applicant Animal & Pet Services (Indoor)

5/24/2018 1015 Garrison Ave Street Sweets Approved Snow Cone (Mobile Food)

6/4/2018 515 Towson Ave Honey Bee Photography Approved Photography Studio

6/26/2018 100 Towson Ave Outfitter Roofing & Const. Approved Contractor Office

7/5/2018 70 South 7th Street The Bakery Voided by applicant Event Center

7/23/2018 913 Garrison Ave Quesa-Dea-Yalls Approved Mobile Food Truck

8/2/2018 1002 Garrison Ave Hero's Approved Bar or Tavern

8/3/2018 310 Towson Ave Francis Heating and Air LLC Approved Contractor Office

8/9/2018 823 Garrison Ave Gus' Bar and Grill Pending Fire/Building/ABCRestaurant

8/14/2018 900 Towson Ave A & E Auto Sales Approved Auto Sale (legal non-conforming)

8/22/2018 914 Towson Ave Distinctively Vintage & More Approved Furniture or Home Furnishings (used)

8/23/2018 809 Garrison Ave Arkansas Community CorrectionApproved Government Office
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CBID BUSINESS LICENSE 2018

8/30/2018 906 Garrison Ave The Lounge Pending Fire/Building/ABCPrivate Club

9/6/2018 70 South 7th Street The Bakery Approved Event Center

9/12/2018 315 Garrison Nightmare Terrors Pending Fire/Building/ABCTemporary Haunted House

9/17/20178 623 Towson Ave Naga Thai Food Approved Mobile Food Truck

9/26/2018 908 Towson Ave Momo's International Mart Approved Gift shop
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Permit # Date Address Work Permitted

18-0011 1/4/2018 508 GARRISON AVE CEILING TILE AND GRID 

18-0067 1/15/2018 708 GARRISON AVE REPAIR TERMITE DAMAGE 

18-0086 1/18/2018 106 N 9TH ST SIGN FOR EDWARD JONES INVESTMENTS 

18-0149 1/31/2018 701 GARRISON AVE INTERIOR REMODEL NO STRUCTURAL 

18-0253 2/21/2018 1021 GARRISON AVE INTERIOR REMODEL DOORS

18-0301 3/1/2018 706 GARRISON AVE REPLACE ROOF 

18-0403 3/14/2018 520 TOWSON AVE POLE SIGN 

18-0404 3/14/2018 624 TOWSON AVE POLE SIGN 

18-0415 3/16/2018 512 GARRISON WATERPROOFING & STRUCTURAL REPAIRS 

18-0460 3/23/2018 715 ROGERS AVE REPLACE FABRIC AWNING 

18-0589 4/16/2018 906 GARRISON AVE REMODEL FOR 906 LOUNGE BY WINTONS 

18-0687 4/30/2018 602 GARRISON AVE REPLACE ROOF 

18-0941 6/7/2018 21 N 2ND St BMB REMODEL 

18-0984 6/14/2018 507 GARRISON AVE REPLACE ROOF 

18-0988 6/14/2018 620 TOWSON AVE DEMO BUILDING 

18-1227 8/3/2018 509 GARRISON AVE WALL SIGN 

18-1295 8/16/2018 509 GARRISON AVE NEW SIGN

18-1368 8/28/2018 100 TOWSON AVE 2 WALL SIGNS 

18-1373 8/28/2018 823 GARRISON AVE REPLACE EQUIPMENT 

18-1378 8/29/2018 1120 GARRISON AVE ERECT NEW PROJECTING SIGN 

18-1486 9/18/2018 1021 GARRISON AVE SIGNAGE 

18-1581 10/3/2018 315 GARRISON AVE INTERIOR DEMO ONLY

CBID Building Permits Issued for 2018
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